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Participants 
Central North District    Margie Maloney (Florence Snyder) 
Central South District    Georgia Jenkins 
East District      Grace Baker 
North District     Pat Harden 
Northwest District     Amy Rigsby 
South District     Mattie B. J. Peters (Lisa Davis) 
Southeast District     Tricheé Abraham  
Southwest District     Patricia Harvell 
West District     Denise DuBois (Lue Wenzel) 
 

 
 

Leader:  Knitted together by God’s love and grace, United Methodist Women is a 
community of faithful, committed women.  Today, we will envision the possible.  
How is God calling us to love our neighbors?  How are each of us called to knit our 
talents, skills and resources together to bring about a brighter tomorrow?  As we 
gather here, may God provide new insights, abundant energy and increasing 
confidence that we are each called to be in mission for women, children and youth.   
May we pray. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Lord, we gather here, away from our busy lives to focus on you.  The world’s chatter 
and our fears can distract us from your abundant love.  Send your calming peace.  
Free us to hear your voice, to see your power and strengthen our faith today. 
 
Holy Spirit, journey with us.  Help us to trust you with our whole being.  Grant us 
grace when we cling so tightly to what we have.  Help us to tear down the barriers 
that separate us.  Give us the courage to stand up, like the unnamed women of the 
Bible who refused to let oppressive systems prevent them from following your call.  
Inspire us to serve alongside our neighbors.  Give us generous hearts that we may 
be a blessing to the unnamed women, children and youth around the world.  Amen 
 



Scripture Reading 
Matthew 25:35-36 (CEB) 
 
I was hungry and you gave me food to eat.  I was thirsty and you gave me a drink.  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  I was naked and you gave me clothes to 
wear.  I was sick and you took care of me.  I was in prison and you visited me. 
 
Throughout our history, United Methodist Women have heard the call to respond 
to Jesus’ commandment to love our neighbors.  United Methodist Women has 
worked to change lives, one woman, one child, one youth at a time, creating 
communities of love.  Now, we will take a few moments to explore how United 
Methodist Women members at all levels of the organization are currently putting 
faith, hope and love into action. 
 
Florence Snyder for Margie Maloney, Central North District 

 
Limitless:  Young Women’s Event 

As Told by Nicole Nokness, Cal-Pac Conference Team 
 
Limitless has provided me with countless opportunities in my personal, 
professional and spiritual life with Christ.  Not only have I grown as an individual, I 
have grown to know more about God and have found a sisterhood to support me.  
Limitless has taken me to a whole new level from being mentored to becoming the 
mentor for other Limitless young women.  I have signed petitions, been at rallies 
and found new ways to speak for important causes.  Never in a million years would 
I have thought that I would be part of a rally for a living wage with other United 
Methodist Women sisters—twice!  This organization is empowering and makes me 
want to serve more in my community through United Methodist Women. 
 
My Limitless journey began when God call me at a time that I was figuring out what 
I wanted to do with my future.  It started in 2012 with the national United 
Methodist Women Redefine Tomorrow event in North Carolina, and I was excited 
again in 2016 when I was called to help with Limitless in my California-Pacific 
Conference.  My light comes from those before me who have mentored me to be 
the United Methodist young woman that I have become.  It is because my mentors 
passed their light to me that my own light shines bright and strong today.  I am 
proud to be counted as a member of United Methodist Women! 



Central North District pledges $25,000. 
 

***** 
 

Georgia Jenkins, Central South District 
 

Reading Program 
As told by Katie Willis, Program Advisory Group, Missouri Conference 

 
“Then we can spend our time in prayer, preaching and teaching” (Acts 6:4, TLB).  
This makes me think of the Reading Program in the scope of preaching, teaching 
and learning.  The United Methodist Women Reading Program has a variety of 
books on various topics that help me fulfill the mission of United Methodist 
Women, which is to help women, children and youth financially and [turn] love into 
action.  When I read the books on the Reading Program list, I am called to action, 
whether its in prayer, giving to mission, advocacy or going on a mission trip to help 
women, children and youth. 
 
I truly felt this when I read the book, I Am Malala, which was in the Reading 
Program.  This book helped me as a call to action in praying for women in Pakistan, 
where they are persecuted daily.  It even furthered me to donate or think about 
other ways to help these women.  I am proud to be a member of the United 
Methodist Women.  Prayer is very important, but giving money to mission helps 
women where it is need most.  The Reading Program challenges me to extend my 
love in action further. 
 
Central South District pledges $32,000. 
 

***** 
 
Grace Baker, East District 
 

UMW Districts in Action 
As told by Shanae Als, Program Advisory Group, New York Annual Conference 

 
The United Methodist Center in Far Rockaway, also known as the Far Rockaway 
Mission, provide meals, clothing, a food pantry and fellowship to residents of this 



area of Queens, New York, that was ravaged by Hurricane Sandy in 2012.  Located 
in the Long Island West District of the New York Conference, the mission was 
started in 1982 and prides itself on recognizing the value of every person, no matter 
who they are or where they come from. 
 
United Methodist Women members within the district are one of their most 
faithful supporters, providing meals to ensure that the community has access to 
two meals every day of the week.  The mission makes sure those in need have 
access to the food pantry.  Though most in the area have fully recovered from the 
2012 superstorm, lower income households and communities of color bore the 
burden of the storm and still live with the lingering effects.  In addition to providing 
weekend meals, the Long Island West District United Methodist Women support 
the mission through offerings, serving on the board, and in long-standing volunteer 
positions that support the day-to-day operations needed for God’s kingdom on 
earth.  The Far Rockaway Mission embodies Micah 6:8, doing exactly what the Lord 
requires of us; to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God.  The 
Long Island West District United Methodist Women is proud to support a worthy 
cause with mission dollars at work right in our community. 
 
East District pledges $10,500. 
 

***** 
 
Pat Harden, North District 
 

National Mission Institutions 
As told by Claire Woods, Murphy-Harpst Children’s Centers, Inc. 

Cedartown, Georgia 
 

When our residents turn 18 or “aged out” of care, they would find themselves living 
in the community without a support system or the skills necessary for a successful 
adult life.  Murphy-Harpst introduced the Transitional Living Program.  TLP was 
created with the goal of bridging the gap for foster youth in residential care to 
independent living.  Young adults aging out of foster care are immediately placed 
at a disadvantage.  Nearly 90 percent of foster youth enter into the criminal justice 
system.  According to the Department of Health and Human Services, 47 percent 



of young adults who age out of foster care are unemployed.  This is because they 
don’t have the life skills and support system to be successful, independent adults. 
Choosing to stay at Murphy-Harpst and participate in TLP improves a young 
person’s chances of success by equipping them with life skills and confidence they 
need to face adulthood.  Skills like learning to create a budget, pay bills, how to 
grocery shop and cook meals, and how to resist negative peer pressure.  These life 
skills are building blocks to a successful future, including getting a GED or applying 
to college. 
 
Confidence is one of the most important outcomes of TLP.  Once young people feel 
confident in their skills, they begin to see themselves as in control of their life.  
Recently a 17-year-old resident LaShaun (not his real name) got a job working for a 
local restaurant in Cedartown.  He takes pride in his job and always shows up for 
his shifts excited to prove himself.  After a difficult start, he has grown as an 
employee and now hopes to become a manager one day.  He recently told a TLP 
staff mentor, “I used to think the only life for me would be on the streets.  Since 
getting my job at the restaurant I realize that I can be more than that.  One day I 
want to be a restaurant manager, and maybe own my own restaurant.” 
 
North District pledges $20,000. 
 

***** 
 

Amy Rigsby, Northwest District 
 

Local Unit Mission 
As told by Mollie Bynum, Turnagain United Methodist Women, Anchorage, 

Alaska, and Northgate United Methodist Women, Irving, Texas 
 

The Northgate United Methodist Women unit in Irving, Texas, learned from 
members who travel from Alaska each year about the need for “welcoming” 
blankets for new residents at AK Child & Family, a United Methodist Mission 
Institution.  An Anchorage-based facility, AK Child & Family is a residential 
psychiatric treatment center that offers help to young people from all over the 
state of Alaska.  The Center helps build strong, positive, healthy lives for its clients.  
The welcome blankets are fleece throws knotted together, which are given to each 



person as they enter the treatment facility.  The blankets show the troubled teens 
that AK Child and Family is a kind place to be. 
 
Northwest District pledges $15,000. 
 

***** 
 

Lisa Davis for Mattie B. J. Peters, South District 
 

United Methodist Women Special Events 
As told by Lia Slemons, Just Energy for All Participant,  

St. John UMC, Anchorage, Alaska 
 

Thinking about climate and energy can make me feel like I’m pushing a rock up a 
mountain that will soon not only roll back down, but crush me along the way.  When 
I’m motivated, reducing my personal energy use and serving on our congregation’s 
Earth Stewards team feels like just the thing to do.  I am a steward for creation, 
where I feel God.  When I’m faced with setbacks, I have taken extended breaks 
from thinking about it, because it is too enormous to tackle.  When the opportunity 
to join United Methodist Women members from all over the country to study Just 
Energy for All came up, I felt called to elevate my approach from personal to 
communal motivation.  Attending the United Methodist Women training linked me 
arm-in-arm with sisters and teachers. 
 
Stepping jet-lagged off the plane immediately placed me in the arms of a faith and 
action community.  I was welcomed with hospitality.  I needed both to hang on to 
the energy system and reframe:  access to clean energy is a human right, it is 
inextricably linked to access to education and health.  In our country that promises 
universal primary education, 500,000 schooldays a year are missed due to ozone 
pollution from burning of fossil fuels. Asthma and other health impacts 
disproportionally harm children, the elderly, and low-income neighborhoods.  
Eroding shorelines in Alaska threaten communities who also rely on sea ice for 
culturally- and economically-sustaining subsistence.  We need systematic change.  
Now I know some of the groups who know the system enough to change it–when 
we advocate and work together. 
 



At the summit, we set strategic goals.  Upon my return, reached out to people 
about my church’s efficiency improvements.  I spoke before the congregation 
about investing in solar power. 
 
I am still struggling to keep up and share the work while balancing time with my 
family, work and volunteer tasks.  The difference is I take heart in small tasks 
toward a new energy system, rather than growing discouraged by teeny steps.  I 
can feel the Illinois wind at my back.  I can feel the warmth of sisters with decades 
of faithful service thanking me for coming from Alaska—an inspiring place that 
happens to be my home.  Just Energy training shifted my tackle mentality to one of 
present faith in solidarity with wondrous women working for justice for people and 
the planet. 
 
South District pledges $25,000. 
 

***** 
 

Tricheé Abraham, Southeast District 
 

Work with Indigenous People 
As told by Mary T. Newman, Program Advisory Group 

Tennessee Conference Coordinator, 
Committee on Native American Ministries, Tennessee Conference, UMC 

 
Have you ever heard the song “North to Alaska,” or have you seen the movie by 
that name?  Do you know what United Methodist Women have to do with Alaskan 
reindeer?  In 1906, Mrs. R. H. Young, Bureau Secretary of Alaska and the Women’s 
Home Missionary Society, purchased 100 reindeer to preserve and protect the 
tradition of reindeer herding.  Livelihood through hunting and fishing was being 
wiped out by mining.  What a powerful grassroots way to make a pledge to the 
future. 

In the Tennessee Conference, I speak about our Native American brothers and 
sisters and opportunities to be in relationship.  There are United Methodist Women 
circles that have been collecting winter clothing to send to the reservations.  When 
they approached me about a way to distribute them more effectively, I began to 
be the point person to receive their clothing drive.  I am able to share locally and 



within the jurisdiction with Native American Indian Association as well as with 
Cherokee, North Carolina.  They get many calls for aid and it has become an annual 
connection.  Another circle is in relationship with Mississippi Band Choctaw.  The 
women there praise their fellow sisters in Christ.  When United Methodist Women 
circles are in relationships, it encourages pledging. 

United Methodist Women are everywhere, with great hearts.  They stand with the 
goals from the Act of Repentance.  They stand with Standing Rock and the Water 
Protectors—a movement started by a young girl.  A Native American saying that is 
used a lot is that nothing is finished until the hearts of the women are on the 
ground.  But, we as United Methodist Women members lift up our hearts across 
the world and we are strong.  That link can’t be broken as we stand in the gap for 
our sisters.  

Southeast District pledges $10,000. 

 

***** 

Patsy Harvell, Southwest District 

Working Together to Help Neighbors 
As told by Jeannie Hall, Program Advisory Group 

Mountain Sky Conference, UMC 
 

The former Yellowstone Conference was made up of mostly rural, small units, with 
a handful of “larger” congregations, all of which work diligently to set goals for 
Pledge to Mission that would include using funds to assist programs within their 
boundaries.  Over the years, the conference mission/leadership team supported 
the Intermountain Children’s Home, a residential treatment facility for children and 
teens with complex emotional challenges, located in Helena, Montana. 
 
The conference mission/leadership team encouraged a relationship with the work 
that was taking place at the Blackfeet United Methodist Parish (BUMP) in Browning, 
Montana.  Working with the pastor there, funds and goods were conveyed, coming 
from units throughout the conference.  Conference President Stacey King began to 
cultivated the engagement of women from the parish.  Through scholarships and 
financial support, women from BUMP were able to attend jurisdiction meetings 



and assembly.  This support led to the establishment of a United Methodist Women 
unit in Browning.  The conference mission/leadership team worked to ensure the 
success of the unit.  As the unit grew, conference mission/leadership team 
members were able to learn more about the realities of living on the Blackfeet 
reservation.  In fall of 2019, the unit was the site for the fall district meeting, 
providing housing, meals and a program on missing and murdered indigenous 
women that was deeply moving.  The support of BUMP is a wonderful example of 
Pledge to Mission funds used to put faith, hope and love in action. 
 
Southwest District pledges $13,000. 
 

***** 
 

Lue Wenzel for Denise DuBois, West District 
 

Community Outreach for Children 
As told by Elizabeth Leyva, National Director 

Texas Rio Grand Conference 
 

I have been involved with United Methodist Women since I was 12 years old.  I 
believe United Methodist Women has love for others, they see the needs, they see 
outside the church.  They love action.  They go out and plan how they can help.  We 
do the works others don’t even think of doing.  We are seeking justice, mercy, giving 
hope and sharing love. 
 
My husband and I lived out of town.  We bought some land there.  There was no 
water, no telephone or electricity available.  When we moved out there, very few 
people were around.  Within a few months, the community was full.  Many poor 
people and immigrants were moving in.  People were building their homes from 
wood they would find or however it could be done.  We saw them work hard and 
were good at what they did.  One day I saw children playing outside.  It was a school 
day, I asked them, “Why are you not in school”?  They looked at me and didn’t 
know if they should answer me.  One of them said, “We don’t have shoes nor 
clothes to start school.  The kids will laugh at me if I go this way.” 
 
I called to First United Methodist Church Weslaco and La Santisima Trinidad Iglesia 
Metodista Unida United Methodist Women.  All I could hear was “Oh no this can’t 



be happening.  Let’s do something about this.”  I invited them to come and see 
what is happening in the colonia (hidden community).  They also heard that the 
children would share their shoes so the other one could go to school.  It was hard 
to see and hear what was happening.  The United Methodist Women members 
worked hard to get what the children needed.  It made a difference in the lives of 
the children from the colonia.  They were proud of their new shoes and clothes and 
were excited to go to school.  We started a children’s Bible school on Fridays in our 
backyard in the colonia under a tree.  And many other beautiful programs for 
children.  The churches got involved, helping in many ways.  I remember Nelly 
Vasquez and her sister Ilda Gonzales helping us with teaching and bringing 
refreshments with joyful hearts.  United Methodist Women is where the need is.  
United Methodist Women loves action. 
 
West District pledges $13,5000. 
 

***** 
Leader: Thank you for participating in this pledge service.  Our total pledge for 
2021 is $164,000. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Lord, bless these women and their gifts.  We are the unnamed women called to be 
your hands and feet.   Each day, remind us to put Faith, Hope and Love into Action 
in our communities.  Knit us together with other United Methodist Women as you 
transform our lives as the lives of the unnamed women, children and youth around 
the world.  As we leave our places, help us remember you walk this journey with us 
and provide all that we need.  Amen. 
 
 


