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Matthew 21:21

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Helping Hands
The imagery of heartbreaking, devastating effects from Hurricane
Harvey is still vivid in our minds. However, a brighter picture
illuminates as we experience glances of hope through neighbors
helping neighbors. I give God thanks and am grateful for the
overwhelming support of United Methodist Women and others in
our communities who helped with rescue efforts, assisted in shelters, helped to clean
homes and are continuing to serve in these and many other ways. I encourage those
who can, to send donations to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to
help support Hurricane Harvey survivors.
As, I write these comments there is another potential danger, Hurricane Irma bellowing
over the North Atlantic Ocean. May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who calmed the
storm on the Sea of Galilee when He said, “Peace be still”, may He now protect us
from danger.
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Our team is preparing for our upcoming Annual Fall Meeting September 15-16, 2017 at
Lakeview Methodist Conference Center, Palestine TX. Our program includes
opportunities for you to worship, attend an exciting workshop and fellowship time
together. I hope you have made plans to attend and I am looking forward to seeing
you.
Looking Ahead - The Power of Bold United Methodist Women Assembly May 18-20,
2018, Greater Columbus Convention Center. When Women Unite, Bold And
Courageous Actions Happen. For additional information please contact Theresa
Graham, Assembly Coordinator: 713-408-3787 or thrgram@yahoo.com.
United Methodist Women Legacy Fund - With great excitement, United Methodist
Women (UMW) is pleased to announce the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign goal
of $60 million. The Legacy Fund will undergird the capacity of future generations of
United Methodist Women members to carry forward our mission of service and
advocacy with women, children and youth in the United States and around the world
for the next 150 years. The Texas Conference Legacy Fund team is encouraging each
member to prayerfully consider making a pledge to give in any amount, then
complete a pledge card and mail to the Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist
Women, 475 Riverside Drive 15th floor, New York, NY 10115. To give by check! Send
your gift to the UMW address Write “The Legacy Fund” in the memo section. Or to give
online visit: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund March 23, 1869 we were
organized for mission. Our conference membership is approximately 6,700, if each
member gave $18.68 in one year the Legacy fund will increase $125.223.00. The
Legacy Fund train makes frequent stops, get on board help make mission possible for
the next generation!
United Methodist Women needs YOU! Together we are committed to doing the work
of serving others in the name of Jesus Christ. Share your stores, invite others to join and
experience your joy.
In His Service,

Paulette

In Memoriam:
Texas Conference United Methodist Women mourns the passing of Norma Leah Bryant
the first African American President of the Texas Conference United Methodist Women.
She was an Educator, Administrative Secretary and served in many leadership
capacities in Trinity East United Methodist Church. Also, a faithful member in PAUMCS
(Professional Association of United Methodist Church Securities) was among the first
group to be certified in her profession. Ms. Bryant had a passion for United Methodist
Women mission ministry and was an advocate for inclusiveness with the conference.
She truly exemplified what it was to know God as she faithfully put her faith, hope and
love in action.
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Carol Stoner of the North District submitted the following article.
Rahab’s Retreat and Ranch is established as a Faith Based Recovery Home and
Ranch for Women and Children. The home is located in the North District of the United
Methodist Church Texas Conference.
Free of charge, Rahab’s Retreat is a voluntary, faith-based program serving victims of
sex trafficking and women in the sex industry. They have been physically, emotionally
and sexually abused, as well as those coming out of jail. Rahab’s will serve women,
including those with children, from all socio-economic backgrounds. They serve those
who face a combination of life-controlling issues such as self-harm, drug and alcohol
addictions, depression, unplanned pregnancy and homeless and broken women. This
home is different because they are offering, not only a recovery program, but also
transitional care for the new life to come.
The offer safety, rest and healing, Biblical counseling and classes, Life skills, Money
management, GED, College, Employment, Nutrition education, Fitness, and Pet
Therapy.
They have a 32,000 square foot facility that offers several wings. One wing will be for a
six month to one year recovery program; the second wing will be where the women
will transition and go to college; the third wing will be an after college program, which
will be provided for a small rental fee. They will learn to go back into society and take
care of themselves financially and learn not to depend on food stamps or the
government for their livelihood. The fourth wing will be a women’s shelter for battered
women who need immediate help for a short-term stay.
No woman that seeks help will be turned away from the program.
Rahab’s Retreat goes into strip clubs to show love to the dancers, and many have
gotten out of that business because of that love. Their Vision: Rahab’s Retreat is
committed to being an effective and well-respected organization dedicated to
transforming lives of women searching for truth and wholeness. Their Mission
statement: To provide opportunities for women to experience God’s unconditional
love forgiveness and life transforming power. The website:
www.rahabsretreatandranch.com
Teresa Richenberger is the Founder/Owner, and is a true woman of God. She has
faced several life-changing challenges and conquered many tribulations though faith
in Jesus Christ. Teresa lives God with her whole heart and she has vowed to live a
transparent life, while winning souls to Christ with the Realness of her journey and the
Boldness of her testimony.
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Our local unit of United Methodist Women (Eylau) as well as other units in our district
have taken a tour of Rahab’s Retreat and came away impressed with the mission they
are doing there. Our unit also showered them with consumable items while making the
tour. If your unit is interested in taking a tour or contacting them, I suggest you call
903-218-4985. Their locations if 3607 Stone Rd., Kilgore Texas. They are a 501© not for
profit organization.
The retreat is not connected to the Methodist Church; however, many of the local
Methodist Churches as well as other denominations have helped to ready the old
nursing home that houses Rahab’s Retreat. Teresa’s story and testimony is one of faith
and God working through that faith.

UMW of A&M United Methodist Church
Bryan, Texas

Antiques to lawn ornaments are among the unexpected things you will find in the
garage sale held each August. Every year has its great surprises, and evidence of
trends, as in the disappearance of fat TVs and boom boxes.
This year's sale will be Saturday August 26, from 7 AM to noon. It is an organized
collection of donations from the church's membership and their friends filling eight
rooms and a fellowship hall full of most anything but wearing apparel, and a tiny bit of
that. We offer a lot of furniture and apartment equipment such as dishes and
tableware which incoming students need. Our clientele includes students, community
residents and people from nearby towns, as our reputation has grown.
Buyers get a bargain, donors clear out space, and the money goes to mission work
locally, nationally and internationally. Boy Scouts and church youth help carry and sort
and we have drivers with trucks for local furniture delivery.
It consumes many "women hours" and is hard work, but well worth it to continue
educating children, nurses, and farmers around the world and providing health
care, disaster relief and more.
PURPOSE
United Methodist Women is a community of women whose PURPOSE is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus
Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts
of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
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Wesley Memorial UMW of Huntsville
Paulette O'Sullivan announcement the annual Bazaar on October 14 from 8 AM to 3
PM. There will be crafts, BBQ, and a silent auction. Come get ready for Halloween,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas with projects made by our women to warm your heart
and decorate your home.

Southwest District
UMW Annual Fall Annual Fall Celebration
Saturday, October 14 at 8:30 AM
Covenant Glen United Methodist Church
3663 Westcenter Dr. – Administration Annex
Houston, TX 77042

MELBA SPANN, PROGRAM RESOURCES
Dear members and friends,
A large selection of the 2018 Reading Program Books will be available at the Fall/
Annual Meeting September 15-16, 2017, at Lakeview Methodist Conference Center,
Palestine Texas. Please come prepared to purchase your books, cash or checks
will be acceptable. Credit card purchases will not available. This will be the best
opportunity to make your purchases since; some books may not be available later in
the year. The selections this year are very good and makes for interesting
reading. In addition, several children and youth books will be available.
Do not forget to bring your items to share at the Fall Festival Mission Market!
Looking forward to seeing you all at the Program Resource Room for an
exciting sales event of books and your homemade items.
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Rose Hill United Methodist Women
ANNUAL SALAD LUNCH
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 from 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in the Faith
Center
21022 Rosehill Church Rd, Tomball TX 77377

Tickets for the lunch will be $10.00 for adults and those under 5 years of age will eat free.
Please invite friends, family and neighbors to join us for wonderful food and fellowship.
Proceeds go to benefit Missions.
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Who Are We

Faith
Hope
Love
In
Action

At this time, we need to reflect upon who we are in the life of the
church and within Women's Ministries in the Texas Conference.
So, in that regard, we ask - what is in a name...? Who are
we...these United Methodist Women?? We are You. We are
Sisters in Christ. We are Daughters of a King. We are a
community of women who Love God and wish to Serve Him, side
by side and literally ‘Be His Hands and Feet’ right here in our
neighborhoods and around the world. We are Not your mother's
UMW group. Call us whatever name you want, but we are
United Methodist Women of many churches through the Texas
Conference. We meet ya where you are. We are prayerful. We are
respectful. We are servants. We are fresh and in your face. We
are ever changing and evolving. We are fun. We are heartbroken.
We are joyful. We are sad. We go to the uncomfortable places
because He calls us to do so. We are your friends, your officers
and members". We are Sunday school teachers, Bible Study
leaders and students, we are leaders, we are followers, and we
are retired, employed, and unemployed. We are married, single,
divorced, separated or in the midst of deciding what we are and
some of us are... just us. Some of us sing. Some of us are
terrible singers. Some of us talk...a lot...some of us do not talk
so much. Some of us are happy and right where we want to
be...some of us not so much. Some of us are dark and twisty
sometimes. Some of us are at peace. Most of us are still seeking
that. Some of us do not have kids, never did. Some of us have
lots of kids...our own and others kids who just need another
"mom". Some of us are grieving, some of us are sick; some of us
are hurting deep inside. Some of us have degrees; some of us do
not. Some of us can cook and do crafts; some of us are really
bad at that! Some of us love to read and research, some of us
fall asleep at the opening of a book! Some of us are on Facebook;
some of us really dislike social media and all it stands for.
But...... ya know what? We Are All Daughters of The King! We
are Your Sisters in Christ. We Love You and Pray for You Daily.
We pray for Unity and Completeness. We Pray that you will step
out in faith and work with us for the Kingdom. We have No
Agenda, but God's Agenda to Love and Serve. Come and join us.
You just might be surprised!

Article by Pam Bluestein, the president of Christ United Methodist Women
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
2018 ASSEMBLY
In a continued effort to protect the environment and reduce our printed resources, registration, event
confirmation and updates are handled online. Register early and online to receive your discount. A
registration acknowledgement will be emailed to you, so remember to check your email for updates.

Sept. 1, 2017 – Registration Opens
Early Online Registration
Online Registration
Paper Mail-in Form*
Ubuntu Day of Service
(optional)

REGISTRATION
April 9, 2018 – Registration Closes

RATES
9/1/17 – 11/30/17
(Midnight PST)
12/1/17 – 4/9/18
(Midnight PST)
9/1/17 – 4/9/18
Filled until Capacity

$295.00
$330.00
$330.00
$ 60.00

*Early rate does not apply to mail-in forms due to their associated added costs.

May 17, 2018, Thursday
May 18-19, 2018
Friday and Saturday
May 20, 2018, Sunday

Planning and Event Schedule
Preliminary Schedule
9am Ubuntu Day of Service (additional fee)
Late Afternoon – Public Action, please attend!
(no additional fee)
9 am Community Gathering
Workshops & Experience Hall
7 pm Community Gathering
9 am Community Gathering
Assembly Ends at Noon
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HOTEL INFORMATION
The following hotels have reserve blocks for Assembly. Please note United Methodist
Women will not be handling conference hotel blocks. Individuals or groups may
contact hotels directly to plan their stay and reserve sub-blocks. Please indicate that
you are part of the United Methodist Women Assembly room block when calling to
make reservations.
(Rates do not include state and local taxes, which are added to each room rate.)

Hotel Name
Crowne Plaza*+
Drury Inn & Suites
Columbus Convention
Center+
Hampton Inn & Suites*
Hilton Columbus
Downtown+

Room
Rate
$158
$159 Std
$179
Suite
$154 Std
$169
Suite
$157

Holiday Inn Columbus
$154
Downtown Capitol Square*
Hyatt Regency Columbus+ $159
Red Roof Inn*

$123

Sheraton Columbus at
Square*

$139

Contact for Sub-Blocks

Reservations

Robin Allen, 614-461-2651

800-338-4462

Ashley McCullough-Jordan or
Kate Shannon, 800-436-1147

800-436-1147

Megan Duty, 614-559-2000

614-559-2000

Christina Costilow,
614-384-8600
Christina.Costilow@Hilton.com
Sandi Hill, 614-221-3281 ext
7400
Christine Wise, 614-280-3149
Christine.wise@hyatt.com
Judy Leonard, 614-224-6539
Ext 460
Jleonard@redroof.com
Lauren Doran, 614-365-4582

614-384-8600
800-445-8668
614-221-3281
614-463-1234
614-224-6539

800-325-3535

*Shuttle service is provided between hotel and the convention center.
+Enclosed walkways are available to the convention center.
United Methodist Women is an equal opportunity organization that actively seeks
diverse event program leadership using all EEOC standards that include age, race
and regional representation giving priority to women.
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Fall Festival Mission Market
United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting of Texas Conference at
Lakeview Methodist Conference Center
Lakeview

September 15 & 16, 2017
Share your talents to benefit the Legacy Fund of United
Methodist Women. Tables will be set up in the resource room
for displaying items. Many talents will be featured including,
knitting, crocheting, canning, baking, sewing, painting,
building projects, jewelry, etc.
Participate by sharing your talents and/or purchasing items!
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MISSION U 2017 AUGUST 19, 2017
CENTRAL SOUTH DISTRICT UMW
The Blueridge United Methodist Women in their lovely sanctuary hosted this year’s study.

Central South President Sandra Crockett-Goins kicked off the session with promises for a new study
format – two sessions. Texas UWM President Paulette Moore-Hall provided a status of The Legacy
Fund/150th Anniversary Celebration! Ms. Theresa Graham introduced Assembly May 18-20, 2018,
Columbus, Ohio! She is planning on transportation via bus from Texas.
‘Praise and Worship’ provided by Mark Williams, Music Minister Riverside UMC graciously and
skillfully lead the group in two praise worship songs keeping with the theme for ushering the Lord and
his blessings for us.
Thanks to Blueridge UMW President Gwendolyn Felton for a beautiful heartfelt welcome.
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We were delighted and enlightened by her message: ‘Living as a Covenant Community’. She walked us
through the many opportunities/covenants that God has created with his people on earth. Still, God
loves us!

Native Houstonian, Reverend Dr. Rhenel Y. Johnson currently serving St. Andrews UM Church
provided the message “The Bible and Human Sexuality: Claiming God’s Good Gift” which offered the
exploration of the role of sexuality and the biblical teachings of the United Methodist Church. From
Ellen A. Brubaker’s book of the same title comes the salient statement: “God created the process of sex,
love, and birth. We continue to discuss and discern in different ways.” (Brubaker, Chapter 2) In
closing, quoting the Reverend Dr. Johnson:
“As the Book of Revelations states we shall all stand before the Great Creator and give an
account of our lives that we have lived on earth. Who is able to say to the Creator that He made
a mistake?”
The program ended with songs “Bring Your Best to Our Worst” and “I Feel like Travelling On”.

“The fact that I am a woman does not make me a different kind of Christian, but the
fact that I am a Christian does make me a different kind of woman.
Unknown
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“Five-Finger Prayer”
A guide when praying for others:
• When you fold your hands, the thumb is nearest you. So begin by
praying for those closest to you – your loved ones (Phil 1:3-5)
• The index finger is the pointer. Pray for those who teach – Bible
teachers and preachers, and those who teach children (1 Thess
5:25)
• The next finger is the tallest. It reminds you to pray for those in
authority over you – national, state and local leaders, and
supervisors at work (1 Tim 2:1-2)
• The fourth finger is usually the weakest. Pray for those who are in
trouble or who are suffering (James 5:13-16)
• Then comes your little finger. It reminds you of your smallness in
relation to God’s greatness. Ask Him to supply your needs (Phil 4:6,
19)
Whatever method you use, just talk with your Father. He wants to hear
what is on your heart.
Father, give me the wisdom to know how to pray for others.

